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Pupa:The 
mosquito is in a 

non-feeding stage 
of the life cycle, 
but still has the 

ability to move in 
response to light 

changes and 
water movement. 
During this stage 

the mosquito 
changes into an 

adult. Mosquitoes 
may be in this 

stage for 1-2 days. 

Mosquitp Life Cycle 
While all mosquitoes need standing water to develop, different mosquito 

species can be found in different habitats and all go through the same four­
stage life cycle known as complete metamorphosis. 

Male mosquitoes typically emerge irst and while both males and females 
feed on nectar, it is only the1emales who take a blood meal. 
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Eggs: Eggs can 
be laid one at a 
time or attached 
together to form 
a floating 'raft' 

/ with as many as 
300 laid in oneFemale Adult 

brood. 
Egg~ Conditions 

permitting, most 
eggs hatch within 
48 hours, while 
some can 
overwinter 
through dry 
spells. 
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Larva: Larvae feed on ~acteria, algae, and other 

microscopic organisms. ~s they eat and grow, they 
must shed, or molt, their exoskeleton. Mosquito 

larvae fo through four stages, called instars. Larvae 
can often be seen hanging near the surface of the 
water as most have a s~phon, or breathing tube, 

used to obtain oxygen. 

www.PascoMosquito.org


Aedes aegypti and Aeo'es albopictus are often found in containers collecting water around 
the yard and are capable of transmitting Zika, Dengue, and Chikungunya virus to humans. 

Rain Barrels & Buckets: Fresh rain 
water is good for drinking and 
watering house plants, but 
mosquitoes like it, too. Cover rain 
barrels with lids or saeening to 
prevent mosquitoes from laying 
eggs. 

Roof Gutters plugged with 
leaves hold water and are 
another source for mosquito 
larvae to develop. By remov­
ing the leaves the water will 
be allowed to drain. 

Trash Cans, sheets of 
plastic, and other items 
cans collect enough water 
for mosqui-toes to develop. 
Tip these items overto 
remove the water. 

Boats left uncovered will 
collect rainfall and breed 
mosquitoes. Either turn the 
boat over or cover with a 
tarp to prevent water from 
entering. 

Bird baths and other small contain­
ers that hold water can produce 
mosquitoes. Overturn orflush 
with water a·t least once aweek to 
disrupt the c:,cle. 

Ornamental ponds and fountai 111s 
must be maintained to prevent 
mosquito development. Ponds can 
be stocked with fish that feed on 
mosquito larvae. Otherwise, tluese 
are perfect breeding grounds. 

Common Backyard Mosquito Sources 

.~ 
Uncovered boats ii ■■■■ 

I 

Wagons and 
other toys 

-0 

Neglected swimming pools 
and spas will collect organic 
matter and eventually become 
a source for mosquitoes. Add 
chlorine as required to prevent 
this from occuring. 

Leaking spigots will provide 
a continuous source of water 
and can breed mosquitoes if 
allowed to go unnoticed. 

Old tires, wheelbarrows, 
wagons, and other garden 
items can collect rainwater 
and are perfect breeding 
groundsfor mosquito larvae. 
Overturn the wheelbarrow 
and cover the tires so no rain 
can get inside. 

Bromeliads, other plants, 
and their saucers, that hold 
water need to be flushed 
with water to remove larvae 
that may be developing. You 
can remove a small amount 
of water with a turkey baster 
to look for the larvae. 
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Keep mos9uitoes outside 
1-. 
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Use air conditioning. 
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Keep screens on all windows • 
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Keep do o ra 

Repair holes in screens.• - - -

and windOWI shut. 

Stop mos9uitoes from breeding 
~ Mos9uitoes breed by 

___ laying_eggs in &. near 
_-_-_- standingwater. As little as one ~ EGGS • teaspoon or bottle 

CflP of water 
~ anding for more 
t han one week is 
enough for Around all
mos9uitoes to 
breed and buildings: 

At least once a week,multiply. 
empty, turn over or 
cover anything that 
could hold water: 

tirH 

At your house or business: buckeu 

Put away items that are ouuide and not being toy• 
used because th~ c~ul_g hQ)d .!_tanding water. pool■~ pool cover• 

/ 
birdbath•' 

~ ' tra■ h, tra1h container■
,:::E --
,3::: - '- ' and recycling bin, ' ''-- boat orcarcover■--- ---

'-

' ' ' ' 
~ --- .... --- roof gutter■ 

In your garden: ' '- cooler■ 

petdi1he1Keep flower pots and sauct!(s ' \ 
free of standing water. Some -
plants, such asbromeliads, hold 
water in their leaves-flush out 

\water-holding plants with your 
hose once a week. 



Mosquito Bite 
Protection in FloridaHEALTH 
FloridaHealth.gov • Florida Department of Health 

Not all mosquitoes are the same. Different mos9utoes spread different diseases and bite at different times of the day. Some 
mos9uito species bite during the day, such as those mos9uitoes that can spread chikungunya, dengue and Zika viruses. Other 
species of mosquitoes bite most often at dawn and dusk, including those that can transmit West Nile virus. 

Mosquitoes can live indoors and will bite at any time, day or night. l 

Use Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA)-registered insect 
repellents 

Wear repellent when you are outdoors. Use 
p roducu with active ingredienu that a.re safe 
and effective. 
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■Always follow the product label instructions. 

■ Do not spray repellent on skin under clothing. 

■If you use sunscreen, put sun.screen on first and in.sect repellent 
second. 

■It is safe for pregnant or nursing women to use EPA-approved 
repellants if applied according to package label instructions. 

■Learn more: www2.epa.gov/ insect-repellents. 

If you have a baby or child: 
■Always follow product instructions 
when applying insect repellent to 
children. 

■Spray insect repellent onto your 
hands and then apply to a child's face. 

■ Do not apply insect repellent to a 
child's hands, mouth, cutor irritated skin. 

■ Do not use insect repellent on babies younger than 2 months. 

■ Dress babies or small children In clothing that covers arms and 
legs. 

■Cover cribs, strollers or baby carriers with mos9uito netting. 

USE INSECT REPELLENT 
WITHONEOFTHESE 

· BRAND EXAMPLES• 
Overseas brand names 

may vary. ACTIVEINGREDIENTS 

DEET OE 

Picariclin (KBR 302 ), 

Bayrepel and icaridin -

Oil of lemon eucalyptus 
(OLE) or para•mentha ne­

d iol (PMD) . 

Off!, Cutter, Sawyer, 
Ult rathon 

Skin So Soft Bug 
Guard Plus 

Repel 

Skin So Soft Bug Guard 
Phu Ei:pedition, Skin Smart 

Higher percentage■ of active ingredient=longer protection 

Cover up with clothing 
■Wear lo ng-sleeved shirts and long pants. 

■Mos9uitoes can bite through thin d othing. 
Treat clothes with permethrin or another 
EPA-registered insecticide for extra protection. 

Uae permethrln-treated clothing andgear. 
■Permethrin is an insecticide that kills mosquitoes and 
other insects. 

■Buy permethrin-treated clothing andge• (boots, pants, socks, 
tents), or use permethrin to treat dothingand gear-follow 
product instructions closely. 

■Read product information to find out howlong the 
permethrin will last. 

■Do not use permethrin productsdirectlyon skin. 

www.cdc.gov/ features/ StopMosctuitoes 
• Thewe of commerciol n,mes is to p,o,,ide information about produas; itdO<J not reptesentan endorsementol these products by the Cel\tus forDis..,.Control a..d Prevention or the U.S. 

O.,pvunent ofH..lthand Hunu.n S.,..,cc,, 

www.cdc.gov
https://www2.epa.gov/insect-repellents
https://FloridaHealth.gov

